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Abstract

The Ash'arite doctrine represents one
of the doctrinal and intellectual
foundations of the Far Maghreb, as it
contributed to the formulation of the
religious and cultural identity of the
region. It was characterized by its
centrist approach that combined reason
and transmission, which strengthened
its stability and continuity, and this
approach helped unify Moroccan
society intellectually and
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ideologically, especially in the face of
deviant intellectual currents and
heresies. The spread of Ash'ariism in
Morocco was the result of the efforts of
Moroccan  scholars who  were
influenced by the thought of Imam
Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari during their
travels to the East, and returned with
his rationalist principles. Eastern
scholars also played a role in spreading
this doctrine through their writings and
opinions. These efforts contributed to
the introduction of Ash'ari's thought to
Morocco and the development of the
Moroccan  school of  doctrine.
Throughout the ages, Ash'ariism
gained  support from  political
authorities, especially under the
Almohads, who adopted this doctrine
to strengthen their legitimacy and
counter the Almoravids, where it
became an official state doctrine, and
was gradually integrated with the
Maliki School of jurisprudence and
Jnaidi  mysticism.  This triple
integration helped create a cohesive
Moroccan religious identity, which
was reflected in education and
upbringing through scientific systems,
such as Abdelwahid Ben Achir's al-
Murshid al-Mu'ain.
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