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32.406°N). Ten morphological traits
were measured, including plant height,
branch number, stem diameter, root
length and diameter, leaf length, width,
and area, as well as fruit length and
width. Digital image analysis was
performed using Imagel] software.
Statistical analysis was conducted
using an Independent Samples T-test at
a significance level of P < 0.05 via
SPSS software.

Significant differences were found in
SIX out of ten traits. P.
grandiflora showed significantly
greater plant height (21.89 cm vs.
16.15 cm). Conversely, P.
oleracea exhibited significantly
greater root length (6.93 cm vs. 5.89
cm), root diameter (0.54 cm vs. 0.29
cm), leaf length (1.83 cm vs. 1.63
cm), leaf width (0.82 cm vs. 0.15 cm),
and leaf area (1.37 cm? vs. 0.30 cm?).
No significant differences were
recorded for branch number, stem
diameter, fruit length, or fruit width.
The findings indicate that leaf traits
(dimensions and area) and root traits
(length and diameter) are the most
efficient for morphological
discrimination between the two
species. They reflect divergent
adaptive and genetic strategies,
where P. oleracea invests more in
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Abstract

The genus Portulaca L. comprises
succulent species with significant
nutritional, medicinal, and ornamental
value, notably P. oleracea L. and P.
grandiflora L. Despite their
importance, quantitative comparative
morphological studies in the Libyan
environment are limited. This study
aimed to conduct a quantitative
morphological comparison between
the two species and identify the most
discriminating traits.

Ten samples per species were collected
during the flowering period (May—
August 2026) from the Zureiq region
in  Al-Dafniyah, Misrata, Libya
(Longitude 14.887°E, Latitude
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vegetative and root growth, while P.
grandiflora excels in vertical growth.
The study recommends adopting these
traits in future taxonomic studies and
conducting anatomical and molecular
analyses to support these findings.
Keywords: Purslane, Portulaca
oleracea, Portulaca grandiflora,
Morphological variation, Libya.
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Kingdom Plantae
Phylum Streptophyta

Class Equisetopsida
Subclass Magnoliidae
Order Caryophyllales
Family Portulacaceae
Genus Portulaca
Species (1) oleracea
Species (2) grandiflora

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )


https://powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:30000177-2
https://powo.science.kew.org/

123Ul el —v
wliall Land Blie U2 (V) Jodl by
oailas (Bl s g 3 sae (ol plis)) Aorgd ol
P ) e o Gy Bl A
Al @l sz (P oleracea) 5 grandiflora)
o dpad) oliall 3 el Gn s dsls
Jolall) S slaf 3 Lsmes Gos P oleracea o
Bl oS (Ll (2l Jshall) BVl (el
g 2 sy o)V e asd) o)lsell el sl
S\ eyl 3 bgmle K2y P.grandiflora s,
Bl by (3 sue Slio ol (LU (3 e

(P> agnn 25 Bys o(L2lly Jsll) 30 slaly
ool baé Je Bl ) iy & oresd) 00.05)
ANl Lags 3455 o 4y ol ) wliall ol
sl G ) OF e Sllaall oda uSE sy L L4Y)
alel L e & el sl 2 L;ww ey Sk
Godll odd and) eV OlaSeny ildes ol

e Ayl e Lt
Pral)i o5 v sl ald) (V) Jps
P. oleracea L. ,grandiflora L.
oL guy -y

il obal T e =w @bl
G serg(Independent Samples T-test)
il o gl sl pEY) B (3 e

Sstn o B 29 P =0.000 asta~y) VI 23

v
A
] \‘\\
rinef it
I\ 3%

\\\é]./ -y LOTE oY
I “
‘@ = 23
e
‘_. n
\'i S

o
ayall Ping | TAud | P grandifforal. | P. oleracea L daall
(Egia 0.000 | -7.63 21.89=1.53 16.15+1.82 (o) il p1a )1
s a2 | 0355 | -0.95 8.80+0.79 8.40+1.07 t_)i‘“a" Ev
e o2 | 0408 | 0.63 0.33+0.06 0.35+0.08 [N

) 0.008 | 0.87 5.89+0.82 6.93 +0.69 (a) ooall e

(m\.la';:.w\,a ;Lcﬂ..m-l oLl CAL’VC k;‘\""?‘ J&vj\ -3

(Independent

iz

oyl

T s

2)liall . (SPSS) sty sacls Samples T-test)

P < 0.05 qpme syt tis gyl e sl o

Uz Jl iz o 185 o 73 g bl



i) O bl lagulnanl wlis ] o sl
B lshsll il e 6 al o A 3] GULI Al
by el 355 e 2l Jalsally 20 Julsalls il 4
sl gedl Lok Ot OF LS 36 Lol 5 g 810l

Pt e gl sl iy ¢ p M
Lty 3z g3 255y Gl sadl U] Oleracea)
L wLSy Glas) ST 4 (P grandiflora) j..

(gt g sazt)

89
3.8
8.7

8.6

&_;*;\as.h...._p.

8.5

84
o
5 P oleraceal. P grandiflora L
gAY 34 Lgia (V) S
Gt jab
(Independent ;L) s o)lal
el iysims B9b 39y sdsSamples T-test)
P aslasyaVull s caly com (Bl b ais (3
P. el @ BL 3 Lug Of o2y = 0.408
¢ cm 0.33 ., z, cm 0.35 & oleracea L.
s 13 S LG s 06 (P grandiflora L g
AL oaegdl G SL k8 ¢ o)) m 3y ASLan
wlzsy  (Portulaca)ees gl jwdt ) Lgles!
G (i) M g1l 8 fas ) gliaall sadl e
L el Lans B W) o Lo 5,08 Olad) St

s G Syma B3 3gmy Jo d (0 0) AN
& g bwsze P.ograndiflora L gl o 5,

¢ Kinichenko etal., 2022) cm 21.89
¢((Netala etal., 2014 ¢ Aisyah etal., 2023
cm 16.15 & i P. oleracea L. ¢4du %)
Kumar et al., ¢« Chandana et al., 2025)
P. grandiflora L. ¢ 8ss5 Je Ju e (2018
v ol gl 3 VeVl g1 By dkall ol
Coadl Bag Masly (plsY Sl b L caesdl
el ) BLo) g8 IS 2ol a2l liall,

Al g bl B!

15
i 20
4
%‘]1 15
}.
j] 10
E)
£ 5
o
P oleracea L. P. grandiflora L
Sl ey lawgia (V) SIS
gAY sus —¥

Bgp 39y pde Loyl Joudl) mils o b

o gl Gl G gAY s Lot (3 Rgiee
e du & P = 0.355 astasy) aVul as il
£ (M Aks AE) 391 ss st o B8
P. grandiflora L. ¢, 3585 15y dslan| (ssins
39 sseb pde 34 3y P oleracea L g5l e

ST e Gl )l ) sl o g Y1 e B e

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )



C\y'%!\ o (P. oleracea) us e (e sl o 2
Sld) e axdl bl L e 5l ayll
Plesly 5:S ST (gpdor allay Soaal Cllagy & camgllly

oyl 2ol Ll olially (W e Jsad] Olaia)

6.3
6.6
6.2

6
53
5.6
54
52

P oleracea L. P. grandiflora L

S J fasgen (£) S5

~a ka2

(em) et gl Ja i
o
o,

kst a8 —o
Ov Agime Bgp dery bl mls < el
Portulaca , Portulaca oleracea sl
P, Jme e id) ks i 3 grandiflora
P. LG (ecm o) gl Jof G Oleracea
ey (€M 4 YR) dangie 2l sl grandiflora
sl o dorglsd g Bl SN sgy ] Bl 1
S 3 eyl (550 a8y L5l jled o e Sl
il 2555 e xST5,05 Sl ) P. oleracea g
A olanel (3 0l e 0 L Ko T i
Sobll me LS e 55
ol QTM@M\OMWL&.M\ sl

S iy J,,Ld (;9“ TSV REPRN VS RTREN U e N PEIN

Ay AR olially

OF LS 2kl odd dargdgd gl il )l ) (sop 8
uﬁ" L BT s alsall alaeaVly £5 SO ol

E
0345
4
4 s
21
3 0335
033
- .
032

P oleracea L. P. grandiflora L

Sl }hﬁ Ja.w}u (Y’)

on dagbll @YY

M Jgb ¢
dadl ot Tl BB o
G9p ssms(Independent Samples T-test)
e el G QA ob io 3 Gesdl G Bsine
Gp 2y o Ju (P = 0.009 astasy) Ay
P. oleracea L. ¢t fow 3y x5l o ssinn
Lesdl bwgn b Ly cm 6.93 4 Jsb Low e
g5 Goi5 e Ju Lt «cm 5.89 P. grandiflora
Gl o 3455 ciiall ol 3 Lsins P oleracea L.
ol of » (Netala et al., 2014) &) jLaf b o
s odsluy Bohate G, Glas ellsg Oleracea) (P.
2B Ly g pen ) ikl asdl Gl e S
debes Al edor Lasl () BLo] Bl 3 Gesdl) L
Gsidl (g3 Wy ASI) Lolially s bzl (3 oLl
(P. . ). (P. oleracea L.) b i Jsb 3

Sl sadl dagb st Jigrandiflora L)

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )



1.35
13
} 175
% 17
1 L.65
g
T s
155
15
P. oleracea L. P. grandiflora L
By g g (6) U5
Byl o -V
il olT s & o bl

B9 ssmo(Independent Samples T-test)
3Byl o6 Rhe 3 Cpmaydl) pesdl Gy Ble Rsiae
oo & P = 0.000 wstaxy VU a2 el
Syne DVl 352y ) e L (450 0) Bpiall (st
gl Jom By 2da) ode @ el w2l
0.82 &L @)l o awge JefP oleracea L.
g @ B o e o ¢ oCI
s Ju e 0.15 cm 44 P.grandiflora L.
il sda (3 Lywe P.ooleracea L. g0 Gy
((Netala et al., ) Lol Lo o il oda ilysy
@ Aeslibyse SUMas) gy cogl gy 2014)
U3 350 25 Portulaca o 15T o 81 Y liw

&5 UK gl i, jailadly a0 S Y1 )

el Al gl o ks G (B ST

0.6
0.5
j’ 0.4
;;‘ 0.3
g 0.2

) I

! P. oleracea L. P. grandiflora L

b b g (0) S8
Byl Jgbo —1

il ol T Les) s Sl
G9p ssms(Independent Samples T-test)
il 3) @Byl Jsb i 3 gl gl O g
Syimn oo BT 29 (P = 0.007 asta~y) dV 2ud
G Sxme M) ey Al e Wb 0) gl
P oleracea L. g3l Jowy 2iall sdn & pesdl
g5l 1l 83 cm b wy)) sk Lawge o
1.63 @il Jsb Lo gze il s WP grandiflora L.
il sda (3 Lywa JoW) g4l B e Ju & ccm
Kinichenko et & jlsf b o il sda 3315
@ Al il e Bl oels WS (al,, 2022)
Chandana et al., 2025) . |z ol
S| 592y Sa Lt (Alsyah et al., 2023 ¢
Ly & Portulaca ux glsl oo argsss

gyl Y1 G Al 3100 S

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )



em)) 4l dabess lao g

0.8
0.6
0.4
.
0
P oleracea L. P. grandiflora L
Bygll Il Jwgan (8) o
0l Jgb —4

dad) ot T s & @bl

ssr5 eas(Independent Samples T-test)

o 3l Jsb Bho (3 e g) M) pe sl e Bine B
P &P P =0.262 asta>Y VU s il
Sl agmy pde ) pde W o()00) Rpall Sstene
Jr (3 e 021 oy adall oda 3 ne sl (Ssine
sl Jsh) Lawgze Jef P.grandiflora L. ¢
@ P. oleracea L. ¢4l a,tae 0.75 cm &
4 3l 1a 0TY) 073 cm 4 5u8 Job Jasin iy
b gr fontdl 0da 38y alam Y1 i) o Lsine oSS
Kumar ¢ Netala et al., 2014) . 1574 L
k ( Kinichenko et al., 2022 ¢et al., 2018
Portulaca . gl o 2,08 2220 )55 e
sl il et 3 Gl U5 Se 5y

09

0.3
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.4
0.3
02
0.1

0

P. oleracea L. P. grandiflora L
By o0 Lawgia (7) S

Byl Gl —A

(em) 42,40 i e daes g

il ol T Les) =l Sl

G9p ssms(Independent Samples T-test)
Co Byl dlaws Bao 3 Gyl pesd) p Bgine
Seorg Al o & (P <0.05 astasY aVall aas il
Adall ol 3 eed) e VWL e ggme O
Jo P.ooleracea L. g5l of clbusdl ogbly

£59b Byl (1.37 cm? b 8)5)) il Loz e
@yl ales Lowgze i WP, grandiflora L.
P. oleracea ¢yl 35 Je Ju & 0.30 cm?
W U O s 55000 ikl oda (3 Lms L
Po s 3 esdl o il oliad 3
o 28 Lo aaey aud 31 Lo oleracea
P.ocllif oo 3 el o e 2,05y iylael) Lin
o BI85 Laoy wld T G0 grandiflora L.

R

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )



T lwwd)
O gy 6 3 Remslsipsll B bl

@ P.grandiflora L. , P.oleracea L. eyl
3 AWV Sy iy ddly iy ad) wlial e sde
sl Aerglsbyll aslad

o 3 Gyee P.ograndiflora L. g5 305 -
e ol e 5ST805 4Bl U] i ol gl
A el

Jsb wliwo (3 Ggme P.ooleracea L. g4l G v
Bmbony Byl 2oy gl Jsby Al 3y A
dgpad) sLael) sty o6 3 Jel 5. Lo Juy e i)l
RUNERD

P. oleracea ¢ ,idl wliv & Gsidl Say —Y
LB Sy aesd) o demslhysas By sl sl
e ol 2555y S A Gl B35 e Wy 0SS
W olamel 5:UST (ped (3 g B L2 (gles ST
Bl o lall me SN e 8,0l 8305 25101 obialls
LAkl

gAY sus Dl @ o) G Rugae B9 e | -
39y oo o) (e Bt (2,09 Bedl) by (BLY iy
sy e Jos U gl ol gl (3 ey St
coliall oda (3 Lugw )

Lo Yy ciydbly 23l Sliall O ) @l s —o

irglss) ol ol o e A sy Jsb dbjﬁ\ sbaf

0.755

0.75

0.735
0.73

°
0.712

P oleracea. P grandflora L
spedl Jsb Jawugne (9) s
§peill o8 —
i) ol T Les) s Sl

2
&

=
2

(ema) 3l J gl Jae g

ssr5 eas(Independent Samples T-test)
o Bpadl) 28 B (3 e gy ) ol G Bgine B9
R P = 0.367 aglax=Y VUl id il
OOl gy pie ] iy B (4500) Bgall (S5t
Jr (M5 o (2 oy adall oda & resdl o (S gime
i 5atll 20 augze Al Oleracea L. P ¢
@ P. grandiflora L. ¢4t %,6.0.32 cm
Gsadl 1ia 0T V) <0.30 cm ad 58 o0 o gze il

& L;.& J L aslay) Zg};.d.\ Gsima Jﬁp{ f‘

Adpl) eda (3 ope }'J\

0325

0.32

3’ 0.315

4 031
%

:1 0.305
7

= 0.3

029

P oleracen L. P. grandiflora L

ol o8 lagas (10) JSCu

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )



grandiflora. Biodiversitas,

24(3), 1385-
1390. https://doi.org/10.13057/
biodiv/d240307

Chandana, J. V. S., Neha, B., Sravani,
K., Myjahid, S., & Rama Rao, T.
(2025). An overview
of Portulaca  oleracea. World
Journal of Biology Pharmacy
and Health Sciences, 22(3),
445—

459. https://doi.org/10.30574/w
jbphs.2025.22.3.0422

Flora of Libya. (n.d.). [ ple S caay
Ala 1) Alpadll],

Kinichenko, A. O., & Trzhetsynskyi,
S. D. (2022). Morphological and
anatomical features of the Moss

Rose (Portulaca
grandiflora Hook.)

herb. Pharmaceutical Review, 1,
25—

31. https://doi.org/10.11603/23
12-0967.2022.1.13059

Kumar, A., Sreedharan, S., Kashyap,
A. K., Singh, P., & Ramchiary,
N. (2022). A review on bioactive

phytochemicals and
ethnopharmacological potential
of purslane (Portulaca

oleracea L.). Heliyon, 8(1),
e08669. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j-heliyon.2021.e08669

e G YIS NG VI WL L SO
.Portulaca
P. o aadssll clinl 3 oMYl Sy -1
s 2t P.ograndiflora L. 4 oleracea L.
Alas BVl Loy 6 sdlly sl o ASI
£ S anglly adally 33l 2l llsaa Yl sad
Slo gl *

o BN Sl e L el Anl Wl oy
iorgdgholl liall plusant Portulaca s gl
S 2Ly gl Jom Bl e sd By Ak 2l
Ay Jsb dols pddly Bl wliv slazsl we i
Y On ed) (3 Rage SliaST (Bl Y slefy A
Slially adlsd) and) Go bl b il mad LS
P. oleracea L. reql) dodl 250 aSlg Gomg) gl
GS e L& o2 Poograndiflora L.
¢ P.oleracea L. - sstiaa¥ly (el Lajlazzaly
¢ P. grandiflora L. ..y cblly ag1ia) oY
ALy 2yl Slalasan )
e
Aisyah, S. 1., Oktavia, A. W. P,
Ayuningtyas, A. A., Putra, R. P.,
Prassiska, S., Jamilah, S., &
Nurcholis, W. (2023).
Differences in phytochemical
compounds and antioxidant

activity of Portulaca
oleracea and Portulaca

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )


https://doi.org/10.13057/biodiv/d240307
https://doi.org/10.13057/biodiv/d240307
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2025.22.3.0422
https://doi.org/10.30574/wjbphs.2025.22.3.0422
https://doi.org/10.11603/2312-0967.2022.1.13059
https://doi.org/10.11603/2312-0967.2022.1.13059
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2021.e08669
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2021.e08669

and Technology Journal, 38(1),
1—

23. https://doi.org/10.62341/rm
zj0371

Negosanu, G., Vinatoru, C., Musat, B.,

Bratu, C., Popescu, M., &
Peticila, A.
(2025). Portulaca genotypes

breeded and biobanked at Plant
Genetic Resources Bank

Buzau. Scientific Papers. Series
B: Horticulture, 69(2), 866—871.

Netala, S., Priya, M. A., Pravallika, R.,

Tejasri, S. N., Shabreen, S. M.,
& Kumari, N. S. (2014).
Comparative pharmacognostic
studies on three species
of Portulaca. International
Journal of Pharmacognosy and
Phytochemical Research, 6(4),
704-714.

Nurcholis, W., Aisyah, S. ., Saraswati,

R. A. M, & Yudha, Y. S.
(2023). Total phenolic,
flavonoid contents, and
antioxidant activity of three
selected Portulaca

grandiflora mutants in MVS
generation. Journal of Applied
Biology &  Biotechnology,
11(3), 245—
249. https://doi.org/10.7324/JA
BB.2023.111110

Kumar, D., Kaur, R., & Sonia. (2018).

Morphological and anatomical
studies of purslane (Portulaca
oleracea) weed: An
ethnomedicinal

plant. International Journal of
Pharmacy and  Biological
Sciences, 8(3), 1185—-1189.

Liew, Y.C, Lim,L. W. T, Lau, S.-E.,

& Tan, B. C. (2025). Resilience
of Portulaca plants to
environmental stresses and the
economic potential of their
bioactive  compounds. Planta,
262,

53. https://doi.org/10.1007/s004
25-025-04767-1

Mane, S. T., Shinde, M. G., Supekar,

A.R., & Agawane, S. S. (2022).
A review on nutritional
constituents and  medicinal
values of Portulaca
grandiflora Hook. International
Journal of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Research, 24(4),
253-263.

Munayr, M. S. A., & Alshreef, Z. A. B.

(2026). Antioxidant activity
assessment via DPPH and
ABTS assays and estimation of
total phenolic and flavonoid
content in Portulaca
oleracea. International Science

U Jl iz 3o 185 o (7 A48 )


https://doi.org/10.1007/s00425-025-04767-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00425-025-04767-1
https://doi.org/10.62341/rmzj0371
https://doi.org/10.62341/rmzj0371
https://doi.org/10.7324/JABB.2023.111110
https://doi.org/10.7324/JABB.2023.111110

Plants of the World Online. (n.d.).
Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew. https://powo.science.kew.
org

Srivastava, A., Joshi, A. G., & Raole,
V. M. (2013). Leaf epidermal

micromorphology

of Portulaca L. species found in
Vadodara, Gujarat,
India. Journal of Botany, 2013,
Article

368238. https://doi.org/10.1155
/2013/368238

Tran, T. T., Bui, P. H., Phan, N. T. T,
Hoang, D. M., & Minh, T. N. K.
(2023). Bioactive compounds
from Portulaca oleracea L.
extract. Chemical Engineering
Transactions, 106, 637
642. https://doi.org/10.3303/CE
T23106107

j VY
U Jl poizr 0 288 0 A E s8I b -


https://powo.science.kew.org/
https://powo.science.kew.org/
https://doi.org/10.1155/2013/368238
https://doi.org/10.1155/2013/368238
https://doi.org/10.3303/CET23106107
https://doi.org/10.3303/CET23106107

