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Abstract
This study explores the intellectual
relationship between the projects of
Al-Sadiq Al-Nayhum and Rajab Abu
Dabous within the framework of
contemporary Libyan political and
social thought.
It is based on the hypothesis that their
shared critique of cultural stagnation
and their call for liberating the mind do
not necessarily imply a coherent
theoretical integration, given their
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fundamental differences in
conceptions of power, sources of
legitimacy, the role of the intellectual
vis-a-vis the state, and mechanisms of
change.

The study employs a comparative
methodology and conceptual-textual
analysis in 1its historical context,
focusing on a selected corpus of the
two thinkers' writings.

The findings suggest that the most
accurate characterization of their
relationship is one of "dialectical
juxtaposition," with the possibility of a
"limited functional complementarity"
at the level of certain overarching
goals, but not at the level of theoretical
structure. Al-Nayhum embodies a
model of cultural - religious critique
that revalorizes the notions of
community and shura (consultative
governance), whereas Abu Dabous
represents a model of philosophica I-
social critique that seeks to construct
alternative concepts of state and
society from within the institutional
sphere.

This conclusion contributes to a deeper
understanding of the trajectories of
Libyan renaissance thought and the
tensions of the contemporary Arab
intellectual.
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